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Dear Parent

The summer holidays are only a few days away as | put together my final newsletter of
the 2008/9 school session.

END OF TERM

From my previous newsletter you will know that school will dismiss at 1.00pm on Friday
26 June 2009. Lunch (soup and sandwiches only) will be available from 12.20pm and |
expect buses to be in the school car park at 12.40pm.

SCHOOL CALENDAR AND PLANNING DIARY FOR PARENTS

Attached to this newsletter is a 2009/10 calendar and planning diary for parents. | have
also placed copies of these on the school website at www.williamwood.e-renfrew.sch.uk.
Please note that some of these dates may change, but that I shall inform you when this
happens. | trust you find these helpful.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2009/10

Each year, during the month of May, | write an improvement plan for the following school
session. The full plan is posted on the school website at www.williamwood.e-
renfrew.sch.uk. In the meantime, for ease of reference, the four priorities for 2009/10
are listed below:

To improve the leadership of staff and pupils.

To develop the curriculum in line with the principles of Curriculum for Excellence *.
To improve the quality of teaching and pupils’ learning experiences.

To achieve a strong ethos of inclusion and achievement.
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* Curriculum for Excellence is a major curriculum development in all Scottish schools. More information
may be obtained at http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence

STAFFING

During the last few weeks | have been very busy filling a number of staff vacancies
caused by:

o0 Jim Connolly (DHT) retiring after 32 years at this school;

o Craig Madden (principal teacher of history and modern studies) also retiring this week
after 32 years service in Williamwood,;

0 Aileen Stewart (home economics) retiring;

o Karen Hughes (English) taking up a promoted post at Kilsyth Academy;

0 Steven Hale (modern studies) making the short journey to Mearns Castle High School as
principal teacher of social subjects;

0 Murdo Graham’s (English) appointment to a post in the Glasgow Gaelic School; and

o Aline Mitatre (modern languages) moving to a school in England.

| am sure that you will join me in thanking these excellent teachers for their service to
this school and wish them success and good health in the future.



LOST PROPERTY

The school office has once again gathered a large number of items of clothing, which
remain unclaimed. This week pupils will have an opportunity to view these in The Street
area and | am hopeful that some items will be reunited with their owners. The school
office remains open during the summer holidays and parents may inspect our stock of
lost property by arrangement until the end of July. Thereafter, we shall dispose of
unclaimed items of clothing by donating them to charity. Given the persistent problem of
lost property, | again encourage you to take steps to mark your children’s clothing in a
suitable way.

SCHOOL UNIFORM

During the final week of term, members of the senior management team and | intend to
remind our pupils at morning assemblies about the standard of uniform that is required
at this school. | am pleased that the vast majority of our young people are very
supportive of our efforts to achieve this standard.

Before purchasing items of uniform for next session, you may wish to consult our Dress
Code, which you will find on pages 4 and 5 of the School Handbook 2009/10. The
school handbook may be accessed via “INFORMATION” on the “HOME” page of the
school website (www.williamwood.e-renfrew.sch.uk).

PUPILS’ ACHIEVEMENTS

Tracking the achievements of our pupils can seem like a full-time job, but is one of the
tasks that brings me greatest satisfaction. | have posted some of the achievements of
our pupils during session 2008/9 on the school website (www.williamwood.e-
renfrew.sch.uk). It clearly shows the wide range of your children’s talents and abilities,
as well as the commitment of staff to the extra-curricular life of the school.

ELECTIONS FOR HEAD BOY AND HEAD GIRL

Last week election fever gripped the school as 21 students began campaigning for the
posts of head boy and head girl. At the end of an exciting contest, the votes were
counted (750 of them) and Fiona Stewart and Elliot Fillingham were duly elected. This
week, Sandy Hannah (depute headteacher with responsibility for S6) will oversee the
election of the S6 Committee of Management for which we have 80 candidates!

INFLUENZA A (H1N1)

Along with this newsletter | have issued each pupil with a letter from the Public Health
Department. Its contents are self-explanatory and require no additional comment from
me.

AND FINALLY

On behalf of the staff, | should like to thank you for your encouragement and excellent
support during the school session. Enjoy your summer holidays.

John Fitzpatrick
Headteacher
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WILLIAMWOOD HIGH SCHOOL: CALENDAR FOR PARENTS 2009/10

Th

M-Sa
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Th

Th
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Th

Th

Th
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TERM 1

SQA candidates receive their examination results

Re-negotiation of S5/S6 course choices

In-Service Day 1 - pupils do not attend school

In-Service Day 2 - pupils do not attend school

Pupils return

S1 Freshers@fternoon

First school day of Ramadan

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

Cluster primary schools art exhibition (evening) - The Street

Parent Council meeting (7.00pm)

S3 residential trip to Ardentinny (Mon-Sat)

Awards ceremony (evening)

Staff talent show for Malawi - Ena Millar Theatre (evening)

S1 DiscogPTA) - The Street (evening)

Information evening for parents of S1 pupils

"The Wall" fundraiser

Dress As You Please

Holiday

Holiday

S4 work experience week

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

Science Fair (evening) - The Street

Parent Council meeting (7.00pm)

S2 Disco© The Street (evening)

S3/S4 Disco© The Street (evening)

S3 tracking reports issued to parents

Advanced Higher Art exhibition - The Street (evening)

In-Service Day 3 - pupils do not attend school

October holiday week
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TERM 1(cont@)

Pupils return

S4 tracking reports issued to parents

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

Study skills workshop for parents (evening)

Hallowe®@n disco (S5/S6) - The Street (evening)

S1 tracking reports issued to parents

Careers@vening - The Street

Remembrance Day

PTA shopping evening

S5/S6 full reports issued to parents

Parents@vening for S5/S6

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

S2 tracking reports issued to parents

Christmas concert at Greenbank Church (evening)

Isobel Mair Christmas party - The Street

S1/S2 Christmas dance - The Street (evening)

S3/S4 Christmas dance - The Street (evening)

S5/S6 Christmas dance - The Street (evening)

S4 full reports issued to parents

Dress As You Please

School pantomime - Ena MillarTheatre (evening)

School pantomime - Ena MillarTheatre (day and evening)

School closes at 2.30pm for Christmas holiday




TERM 2

January 2 Sa Austria ski trip (S5/S6) - 8 days
5 T Pupils return
7 Th Intermediate & Higher Art exhibition - The Street (evening)
11 M PTA meeting (7.00pm)
12 T Parents@vening for S4
15 F S5/S6 tracking reports issued to parents
15 F UCAS closing date
19 T National Qualifications info. even. for parents of S4/S5
20 W S5 Options begin
27 W Holocaust Memorial Day
29 F S3 tracking reports issued to parents
31 Su Italy ski trip (S2/S3/S4) - 8 days
February 3 w Prelim. examinations (S4/S5/S6) begin
9 T Information evening for parents of S2 pupils
9 T PTA meeting (7.00pm)
10 W S3 Options begin
12 F In-Service Day 4 - pupils do not attend school
15 M Holiday
16 T Holiday
18 Th Inter-class cross-country championships
19 F Prelim. examinations (S4/S5/S6) end
19 F PTA Quiz (evening)
25 Th District cross-country championships (thc)
26 F S2 full reports issued to parents
March 4 Th Parents@vening for S2
8-12 M-F Charities week
8 M S6 Options begin
12 F Dress As You Please
15 M PTA meeting (7.00pm)
19 F S4 tracking reports issued to parents
25 Th Young musician of the year (evening)
26 F S5/S6 tracking reports issued to parents
30 T Higher music recital (evening)
April 1 Th | School closes at 2.30pm for Easter holidays
Easter 59 M-F Easter School - Week 1
1; M-F Easter School - Week 2
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TERM 3

Pupils return

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

S3 examinations begin

Music concert - Ena Millar Theatre (evening)

"Williamwood® Got Talent" - Ena Millar Theatre (evening)

Holiday - May Day

Multi-cultural evening (tbc) - Ena Millar Theatre

Higher and Advanced Higher drama showcase (evening)

S6 graduation - Ena Millar Theatre (evening)

S3 examinations end

S1 full reports issued to parents

S4 Intermediate drama showcase (evening)

Parents@vening for S1

SQA exams begin (main diet)

Advanced Higher music recital (evening)

School sports Day 1

School sports Day 2

Holiday

Holiday

In-Service Day 5 - pupils do not attend school

PTA meeting (7.00pm)

Information evening for parents of S5 (new S6)

SQA exams end (main diet)

S3 full reports issued to parents

S6 Prom. (evening)

New timetable begins

Parents@vening for S3

S6 Induction day

Information evening 1 for parents of P7 pupils

Information evening 2 for parents of P7 pupils

Primary 7 induction - Day 1

Primary 7 induction - Day 2

Poland and Germany trip (S5/S6) - 6 days

Big Day Out

School closes at 1.00pm for end of session




SESSION 2009/10: PLANNING DIARY for PARENTS

Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Week Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
Aug HOL HOL HOL IS 1 IS 2 18
17 25 T3
o Feb
24 Art exhibition o1
31 08 IS 4
Sep Talent
o7 show 15 HOL HOL
14 | PTA S1 disco 22 F2
Mar
21 HOL o1 P2
28 HOL 08
oct05 | S2 disco S3/S4 T3/Art exhib. IS 3 15 T4
disco
12 OCTOBER HOLIDAY 22 T5/T6
19 T4 29 Music recital HOL
26 Study skills f’f’/ S6 T Apr 05
< ISco EASTER HOLIDAY/EASTER SCHOOL
ov 12
02
09 F5/F6 19
16 P5/P6 26 ! Talent show
23 May HOL SRE $ % ! F1
30 T2 10 P1 &
Dec
07 ! 17
14 $ F4/Panto 24 | School sports | School sports HOL
21 Panto 31 HOL IS5 $ F3
28 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY Jun 07 New T/T P3 $}
Jan S ' ,
04 Art exhibition 14
11 P4 T5/T6 21 Big Day Out

P = PARENTSCEVENING
IS = IN-SERVICE DAY

F=Full reports to be issued to parents on this date
T=Tracking reports to be issued to parents on this date










